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jealous, but could not help peeping and hugely enjoying the
former. One is more struck than ever by the forced cordiality
of all greetings and all praise in this monde. Miss Ada Crossley,
the oldest singer there, has very great charm, and she got the
first encore. After Ainley, people began to go, and after Nelson
Keys a lot went. These two had each more than one encore,
and occupied a great deal of time, so that the concert was not
over till 10.25. I had a rotten night.
Sunday, February
Went to London on Wednesday afternoon last without this
volume. Snow. Dined at Lord Swaythling's. About 12 diners.
I sat by Viscountess Camperdown. Bad music. Lord Chan-
cellor1 came late, and informally, straight from House of
Lords. He came up to talk to me — said he had often seen me
at the Reform. He gave me the best praise of " The O.W.
Tale " I ever had viva voce. He said he knew Asquith liked
my late appreciation of Asquith. I said I didn't always praise
Ministers, referring to my slanging of himself as head of Press
Bureau. He seemed to catch this and smiled. He is a capti-
vating man.
Walker came at noon to discuss Shaw's idiotic proposal for
a coalition of Intelligentsia. W.A.R.C. meetings all afternoon
till 7, after a lunch with Masterman about an article I was to
write for him in U.S.A.
We learnt that small German raids expected. All local
garrisons doubled. Two batteries in the village, etc. Great
excitement. I had heard nothing of this in London.
Tuesday, February 2gth.
As regards the great invasion scare. The two batteries ' stood
by' yesterday morning from 4 a.m. till sunrise and to-day
from 5.30 a.m. till sunrise, all ready to move off— except that
bits weren't in harness. The reinforcement which came in a
hurry from Colchester here consists of convalescent wounded
gunners from the front, appointed only to light duty and to
extreme emergency duty. In the fatigue of yesterday's field
day (which was utterly useless) the wounds of two of the
gunners were reopened. It is considered that the early morn-
ing standing by is connected with high water, and that some
1 Lord Buckmaster.
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